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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
January 5, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 PM by Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Present by ZOOM: Councilmen Williams, Bamonto, Councilwoman Nichols and 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver.  

 

 Excused: Councilman Stoyle  

 

Also present by ZOOM: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, 

City Assessor Mleczko, City Clerk, Public Works Director Woodbury, Fiscal Affairs Officer 

Beach, Personnel Administrator Heyden, Building and Zoning Inspector Christner, Director of 

Development Wurster, Fire Chief Edwards, and Police Chief Ortolano.  

 

Certification of the Tuesday, December 15, 2020 Common Council Meeting was read by 

City Clerk Ramos. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the reading of the Tuesday, December 15, 2020 Common Council 

Meeting be dispensed with. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilman Bamonto.                

  

 Carried, all voting aye.             

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  

City Clerk Ramos advised no correspondence was submitted by the public for the 

Privilege of the Floor. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 

 

 City Clerk Ramos read a letter submitted to Mayor Rosas from the Board of Directors of 

the Dunkirk Senior Center to nominate Nancy Renckens to the position of Coordinator for the 

year 2021. The letter advised one board member did not sign the letter because was absent due to 

illness.                                                                                                                                                

 

 Mayor Rosas advised he spoke with Councilwoman Nichols before he received the letter 

this afternoon, Councilwoman Nichols voiced concern to him that there may be an issue with the 

board as far as the way they voted on that recommendation to the Mayor, “So at this point I want 

to make it on record that per our agreement we agreed that we would ask for a recommendation 

from the board which we would honor as my appointment as coordinator. The letter that was 

presented to me, as of yet, I have not received anything negative about it from the board so, I’ll be 

looking to honor it unless, I hear differently from the board.” 
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 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “…Last time that we had this discussion about the 

Senior Center was that we’re going to let the new board take the seat and then I thought we were 

going to abolish that position that Mrs. Renkins held and I thought we had this conversation 

several times that we were going to let them decide what they wanted to do. Have things changed 

since our last conversation about a month ago?” 

 

 Mayor Rosas: “I don’t know. There seems t be a bit of confusion on my end. I understood 

that we were going to accept a recommendation of the board allowing the board to choose who 

the coordinator would be, but my personal feelings are it could go whatever way you want it to 

go. The board seems to want us involved. I explained to them that we had this discussion at 

length at the executive session and you know it would be their choice of who they wanted that 

person to be. This is the new board that came on this year who have sent this letter. So, I’m 

willing to do whatever this council decides. “ 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “No, that’s good. I didn’t know that was the new 

board. I think that before we make a decision on that, Mayor, if you could have a sit down and 

talk about that so we can iron a couple things out. And obviously, you know, it comes down to 

your decision and we will honor that. But there’s just a couple things I’d like to speak to you 

about on that issue.” 

 

 Councilman Williams advised, “…in that executive session I thought we *** the contact 

to the Mayor was going to be the president, whoever they choose as the president of their board.” 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised Carol Ahlstrom is the new president and 

advised “…I just want to clarify a couple things on what we recommended…” 

 

 Mayor Rosas advised a copy of the letter submitted by the board was made for each 

council person and that council will observe that Carol Ahlstrom is one of the signatures in the 

letter.  

 

 Mayor Rosas announced in the September-October issue of the Lake Erie Living 

Magazine the City of Dunkirk was awarded “Best New Pier”, was proud of this recognition for 

the City, looks forward to the many amenities our waterfront will have to offer this summer 

including the opening of the “Pier 30 Bar and Restaurant” and the shops and restaurants at the 

Boardwalk. Mayor Rosas also announced the LED Project is going to be moving forward, 

thanked and commended City Treasurer Woods, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, and City Attorney 

Morrisroe for their help in closing the purchase of the lights from National Grid as it was a very 

long and drawn out process, thanked National Grid, Paul K for expediting the process, Governor 

Cuomo and his staff who expedited the process for us to receive the funds so we can be moving 

forward with construction of Phase II of that project. Lastly Mayor Rosas remind everyone to 

continue to be diligent in respecting the restrictions that have been put forth by the NYS Health 

Department, “I remind the public that wearing masks and social distancing is a must right now 

and I can’t emphasize that enough.” …with the increase in hospitalizations and deaths. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS: 

 

Notice of Claim from Judy Krzyzanowicz of 718 Deer Street for damage to her right-side 

tire allegedly due to hitting a pot hole while driving down Waldorf Avenue from Brigham toward 

Central Avenue on November 26, 2020.  
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Councilman Williams made a motion to refer to City Attorney Morrisroe and Public Works 

Director Woodbury. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Request from Small Town Big Minds for assistance along the way as they work on their 

next community project in building a community outdoor ice rink at the old pickleball courts on 

Townsend Street.  

 

Councilman Williams advised he, Councilwoman Nichols and Public Works Director 

Woodbury met with the group and advised the group has many good ideas to rejuvenate that area. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised that the city has the first ward area for summertime 

activities, this area in the fourth ward will made a good location for wintertime activities. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to refer to City Attorney Morrisroe and Public Works 

Director Woodbury. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

 

Councilman Williams advised he wants to “echo on what the Mayor said about COVID, 

my family kind of suffered through it at Christmas…”, I’m very thankful we are getting over it 

and we are here today, so mask up and social distance and stay safe so we can enjoy the Pier and 

what it has to offer us this summer. 

 

Councilman Bamonto thanked the Mayor for the recap on the new restaurant and bar, the 

Pier, Boardwalk, and happenings at the Point; however, remember “we do have to get through 

this COVID first before those things happen.” “It’s going to be a tough January-February and 

probably into March”, so be vigilant. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised DPW Director Woodbury that one of the lights at the 

Pier was out, advised of the importance of getting city streets plowed after a snow storm as 

opposed to having The Point open while crews are still cleaning up the snow, and inquired what 

residents could do with all the tree branches from the Christmas storm.   

 

DPW Director Woodbury thanked Councilwoman Nichols for bring up the need to clean 

streets before opening The Point during snowfalls. The primary job of the Parks Department 

during snow falls is to keep the fire hydrants clear should there be any emergencies, that is why 

the Point remained closed for a few days after the storm. DPW Director Woodbury advised 

residents can put tree branches to the curb alongside their Christmas trees as the city will be 

picking those up for the next few weeks.   

  

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised DPW Director Woodbury that he was 

looking at the fleet at Lucas Avenue, it looks like couple pick up trucks are down, and inquired 

“Are we still on a program to see if we can get these guys some vehicles and equipment to do 

their jobs?” 
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DPW Director Woodbury advised, “Yes. Supervisor Porpiglia and I have been working 

with the State contract and we can get some Silverado HD 2500, we already got them kind of on 

reserve, we want to make sure the budget’s in place and we’re ready to go.” We’ve looked at the 

entire fleet, Parks and Water Maintenance is where the need is the greatest. We think we are 

looking at three pickups. We also have three older packers that have seen better days, our 

mechanics recommend we trade the two blue older packers, “I have a State contract bid on a new 

packer that’s in stock.”, we’re going to keep the third packer that’s a little newer as a backup. 

There may be a couple of our vacuum truck and sewer cleaning truck. So, those are the three lines 

of equipment we need relatively quickly. Our snow plowing equipment is relatively new so we 

are good there. “…we have a plan and we have the wheels in motion to make that happen.” 

 

Mayor Rosas advised this discussion was had during budget time and the goal is to 

replenish all the vehicles for both Parks and Streets. 

 

Councilman-at Large VanDenVouver advised he watched the crews do their work around 

the holidays and they did an excellent job. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

 

                                                                                                        Unfinished Business: 

 

 

RESOLUTION #120-2020 

December 15, 2020 

 

 

BY: ENTIRE COUNCIL 

 

RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

CITY OF DUNKIRK AND THE 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL 

EMPLOYEES LOCAL 912 

FROM JANUARY 1, 2021 TO DECEMBER 31, 2024 

 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk (“Dunkirk”) and the American Federation of 

State, County and Municipal Employees, Local 912 (“Local 912”) have been 

involved in labor negotiations to reach an agreement on a new Collective 

Bargaining Agreement to replace the previous Collective Bargaining Agreement 

between the parties which expires on December 31, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, after negotiations, Dunkirk and Local 912 have signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding regarding said proposed contract; and 
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WHEREAS, the Civil Service Law requires that this Common Council review 

and vote upon ratification of the proposed Collective Bargaining Agreement; now 

therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the Dunkirk Common Council hereby ratifies and 

approves said Collective Bargaining Agreement, and directs the Mayor to execute 

said Agreement between Local 912 and Dunkirk on behalf of the City of Dunkirk 

for the years 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024, contingent upon ratification by the 

members of Local 912. 

 
 

12-15-2020: Councilman Williams made a motion to TABLE Resolution #120-

2020. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

Carried, all voting aye to TABLE.  

 

 

01-05-2021: Councilman Williams made a motion to take Resolution #120-2020 

off the Table. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

Carried, all voting aye to remove off the Table, 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver requested City Clerk Ramos call the roll. 

 

Vote on Resolution: 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 
 

 

PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 

RESOLUTION #1-2021 

     January 5, 2021 

 
BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO, NICHOLS, STOYLE & WILLIAMS  

 

 
RESOLUTION BY THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING AND ENDORSING THE 

CITY OF DUNKIRK IN ITS APPLICATION TO THE NYS HOMES AND COMMUNITY 

RENEWAL FOR FUNDING UNDER THE NEW YORK MAIN STREET PROGRAM. 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department desires to 

apply for $500,000 in financial assistance through the 2020-2021 

Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) under the New York Main Street 

Program; and  
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WHEREAS, the application proposes funding to assist property 

owners to complete building renovations to downtown “main street” 

buildings on Central Avenue between Second Street and Fifth Street; and  

WHEREAS, the proposed funding will contribute to ongoing 

community revitalization and economic development efforts; and  

WHEREAS, the grant application requires that the applicant obtain 

the approval and endorsement of the governing body of the municipality in 

which the project will be located, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Dunkirk 

approves and endorses the 2020-2021 New York Main Street grant 

program application for assistance to be submitted by the City of Dunkirk. 
 

 

 

Carried, all voting aye.   
 

 

RESOLUTION #2-2021 

January 5, 2021 

 

BY:  COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO, NICHOLS & STOYLE 

 

LOCAL LAW INTRO #1-2021 

CITY OF DUNKIRK, NEW YORK 

 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE DUNKIRK CITY CODE, CHAPTER 66, SECTION 23 D 

ENTITLED A LOCAL LAW REGULATING RESIDENTIAL WASTE 

MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING IN THE CITY OF DUNKIRK 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Dunkirk, New York as 

follows: 

 

Section 1 Intent. 

 

 It is the intent of this Local Law to increase fees for residential waste 

management and recycling in the City of Dunkirk, as witnessed by the City 

Council’s passing of the 2021 City Budget as Amended which raised the tipping 

fee by $52.00 annually, or $13.00 per quarter.  

 

Section 2 Amendment of City Code 

 

Chapter 66, Section 23 D of the Dunkirk City Code is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

§ 66-23. Fee Schedule and Unit Assignment 
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DELETE 

 

D. The unit charge shall be One Hundred Forty Dollars ($140.00) per 

unit, payable in quarterly installments, and shall be billed by the 

City and paid by the obligated party concurrently with the City’s 

water and sewer bills. 

 

ADD 

 

D. The unit charge shall be One Hundred Ninety-Two Dollars ($192.00) 

per unit, payable in quarterly installments, and shall be billed by the 

City and paid by the obligated party concurrently with the City’s 

water and sewer bills. 

 

Section 3 Effective Date. 

 

 This Local Law shall take effect immediately after the necessary public 

hearing, and upon filing with the Secretary of State, and will be first charged with 

the quarterly utility billing period ending March 31, 2021. 

 

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to TABLE Resolution #2-2021 (Local 

Law #1-2021) for a Public Hearing. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto. 

 

Vote to Table Resolution #2-2021:  

 

Ayes: Councilman Bamonto, Councilwoman Nichols and Councilman-at-Large 

VanDenVouver. 

 

No:  Councilman Williams. 

  

Carried, 3-1 to Table. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised the Public Hearing for Resolution 

#2-2021 would be scheduled for Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 5:20 PM.   

 

 
RESOLUTION #3-2021 

January 5, 2021 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO & NICHOLS 

 

INTRO NO. 2 TO LOCAL LAW NO. 2-2021 

CITY OF DUNKIRK 

 

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND CHAPTER 31 FEES, ARTICLE II SEWER RATE SCHEDULE 

SECTION 31-17(A) 
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OF THE DUNKIRK CITY CODE 

ENTITLED “SEWER RENTS: IN-CITY USER FEE SCHEDULE”  

 

 BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Dunkirk, New York, as 

follows: 

 

Section 1 Intent. 

 

 It is the intent of this Local Law to amend Chapter 31, Article II, Section 31-

17(A) “Sewer Rents: In-City User Fee Schedule” to reflect an increase to cover costs 

to operate the wastewater system, per the increased fee passed by this Council in the 

2021 Budget as Amended.  

 

Section 2 Amendment of City Code. 

 

 Chapter 31, Article II, Section 31-17(A) of the Dunkirk City Code is hereby 

amended as follows: 

 

ARTICLE II 

 

Sewer Rate Schedule 

 

CHANGE 

 

§ 31-17(A) SEWER RENTS: IN-CITY USER FEE SCHEDULE.  [Amended 12-14-2009 

as L.L. #4 (Intro No. 5) 2009; Amended 12-3-2002 as L.L. #3 (Intro No. 3) 

2002; Amended 5-20-03 as L.L. #3-2003] 

 

 

I. SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL USER (Permit level of less than 250 lb per day) 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume + Loading 

 

  Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons  $4.75/1,000 gallons 

    4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

  Loading Gallons BOD5    $0.25 lb – Less than 

             12,000 lbs/day 

     BOD5    $0.22 lb – 12,000  

           lbs/day 

                or greater 

     TSS    $0.14 lb  

     NO3-N    $0.51 lb 

 

  #BOD5 calculated on loading (#) of daily permit level 
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Permit Charge:  $1.52 times daily permit level.  [Twenty-five percent (25%) 

daily permit level times twenty-five cents ($0.25) per pound times thirty and 

four-tenths (30.4) days per month.] 

 

II. SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL USER (Permit level of 500 lbs or greater per day) 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume + Loading + Permit Charge 

 

  Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons  $4.75/1,000 gallons 

    4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

  Loading Gallons BOD5    $0.25 lb – Less than 

             12,000 lbs/day 

     BOD5    $0.22 lb – 12,000  

           lbs/day 

                or greater 

     TSS    $0.14 lb 

     NO3-N    $0.51 lb  

 *Less a 250 mg/L exemption 

 

 # BOD5 calculated on loading (#) that exceeds twenty-five percent 

(25%) of daily permit level 

 

Permit Charge:  $1.52 times daily permit level.  [Twenty-five percent (25%) 

daily permit level times twenty-five cents ($0.25) per pound times thirty and 

four-tenths (30.4) days per month.] 

 

 

III. INDUSTRIAL USER 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume 

 

  Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons $4.75/1,000 gallons 
 4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

IV. COMMERCIAL USER 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume 

 

 Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons $4.75/1,000 gallons 

   4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

V. EXEMPT USER 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume 

 

 Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons $4.75/1,000 gallons 



 January 5, 2021  10 

 4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

VI. RESIDENTIAL USER 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume 

 

 Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons     $4.75/1,000 gallons 

 4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

 

TO 

 

§ 31-17(A) SEWER RENTS: IN-CITY USER FEE SCHEDULE.  [Amended 12-14-2009 

as L.L. #4 (Intro No. 5) 2009; Amended 12-3-2002 as L.L. #3 (Intro No. 3) 

2002; Amended 5-20-03 as L.L. #3-2003] 

 

 

I. SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL USER (Permit level of less than 250 lb per day) 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume + Loading 

 

  Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons  $5.00/1,000 gallons 

    4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

  Loading Gallons BOD5    $0.25 lb – Less than 

             12,000 lbs/day 

     BOD5    $0.22 lb – 12,000  

           lbs/day 

                or greater 

     TSS    $0.14 lb  

     NO3-N    $0.51 lb 

 

  #BOD5 calculated on loading (#) of daily permit level 

 

Permit Charge:  $1.52 times daily permit level.  [Twenty-five percent (25%) 

daily permit level times twenty-five cents ($0.25) per pound times thirty and 

four-tenths (30.4) days per month.] 

 

 

II. SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL USER (Permit level of 500 lbs or greater per day) 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume + Loading + Permit Charge 

 

  Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons  $5.00/1,000 gallons 

    4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

  Loading Gallons BOD5    $0.25 lb – Less than 
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             12,000 lbs/day 

     BOD5    $0.22 lb – 12,000  

           lbs/day 

                or greater 

     TSS    $0.14 lb 

     NO3-N    $0.51 lb  

 *Less a 250 mg/L exemption 

 

 # BOD5 calculated on loading (#) that exceeds twenty-five percent 

(25%) of daily permit level 

 

Permit Charge:  $1.52 times daily permit level.  [Twenty-five percent (25%) 

daily permit level times twenty-five cents ($0.25) per pound times thirty and 

four-tenths (30.4) days per month.] 

 

 

III. INDUSTRIAL USER 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume 

 

  Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons $5.00/1,000 gallons 
 4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

IV. COMMERCIAL USER 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume 

 

 Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons $5.00/1,000 gallons 

   4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

V. EXEMPT USER 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume 

 

 Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons $5.00/1,000 gallons 

 4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 

 

 

 

VI. RESIDENTIAL USER 

 

 Charge ($) (monthly) = Volume 

 

 Volume Less than 4,000,000 gallons     $5.00/1,000 gallons 

 4,000,000 and greater  $1.60/1,000 gallons 
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Section 3 Effective Date. 

 

 This Local Law shall take effect immediately after being scheduled for a public 

hearing at the next Council Meeting, and thence upon filing with the NYS Secretary 

of State. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to TABLE Resolution #3-2021 (Local 

Law #2-2021) for a Public Hearing. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto. 

 

Vote to Table Resolution #3-2021:  

 

Ayes: Councilman Bamonto, Councilwoman Nichols and Councilman-at-Large 

VanDenVouver. 

 

No:  Councilman Williams. 

 

Carried, 3-1 to Table. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised the Public Hearing for Resolution 

#3-2021 would be scheduled for Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 5:25 PM.   

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised Pre-filed Resolution #4-2021 was 

PULLED during the common council meeting workshop today. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols wished Development Director Wurster “Good Luck” on 

her future endeavors and advised that she inquired from Mayor Rosas if the county was 

going to have any more COVID testing at the firemen practice grounds.   

 

Development Director Wurster advised it was a pleasure working for the City of 

Dunkirk and that she will continue to work for the city on a county level in her new 

position with Chautauqua Count. 

 

Mayor Rosas advised the search for a new director of Development is still on 

going and during the interim has he is appointing CDBG Program Administrator Jill 

Meaux the interim director of Planning and Development until he permanently fills the 

position.    

 

Public Works Director Woodbury thanked Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver 

for allowing the County Health Department speak to the topic of “Lead Poisoning” in 

young children during workshop and advised the city does a very good job keeping lead 

levels down in our water due to the vigilant work of city workers at the water plant and 

waste water treatment plant.   

 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   

 

None. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilman Williams moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

  

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

Adjourned at 6:01 PM                                                          Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk                   


